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At a small distance further they met two she
lions, or, as some call them, lionesses ; and as they
heard them growling at some distance, before they
were seen, they, that is, the Arabian and his two
servants, began to show some concern about it; but
behold, when the lions appeared, they immediately
turned about, and fled with the utmost precipitation.

After a little further walking, the Arabian turning
to his guest, told him, There, pointing to the hill,
which was close at hand, was his little retreat, to
which he had invited him, and desired him to leave
his mule with his servants, and to walk up the little
mount with him; which the traveller very readily
did, bidding his new landlord go before to show him
the way, and he would follow him, as also he did;
but what a surprise think you was the poor Arabian
in between joy and fright, when turning about at the
top of the ascent to receive his guest, he saw nobody
but the ancient venerable stranger, who had at first
appeared to him, and from whom he had received so
much kind instruction and assistance before.

The apparition (for such I suppose it should be
now called) perceiving him in some confusion, bid
him not be surprised, for he was still his friend, and
in the same disposition to serve him as before, and
asked him whether he came that night in expecta-
tion of meeting him or not; to which the Arabian
replied, He did, hoping to see him in person or in
vision, having something to offer, which he hoped
he would be so kind as to comply with him in.

Upon asking what it was, he told him that Pha-
raoh had a great difficulty upon him, and had asked
him his opinion therein, and he knew not what an-
swer to give.

What is this difficulty ? says the apparition.

Why, says the Arabian, he has a private account
from his spies, that Thermesbus, the general of the
armies of Ethiopia, designs to invade him in the